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In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen! 
The story you just heard from the first chapter of John’s gospel offers us 

one of the greatest encounters between two people of all time … John the 
Baptist, coming face to face with Jesus of Nazareth.  That profound moment in 
history has been celebrated in many ways over the years.  Among the most 
visible examples being the variety of artwork depicting the moment of their 
meeting.  Among the many famous paintings is one on the altarpiece in the 
central church of Isenheim, Germany.  The 16th century painter, Matthias 
Grünewald, depicts a very gaunt looking John - pointing his bony finger at Jesus - 
as he proclaims Jesus as the Lamb of God, the one who was to come.  One 
commentator on John’s Gospel says that in John the Baptist’s simple 
proclamation in verse 29, ‘Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world,’ we have a perfect summary of the entire Gospel of John - everything else 
is merely commentary. 

I believe there is considerable truth in that statement.  I also believe that 
our Gospel lesson is filled with images that lack a certain clarity for many people 
who hear this gospel in churches around the world today.  “Here is the Lamb of 
God, or Behold the Lamb of God,’ is an expression that doesn’t have the same 
grip on 21st century Americans that it did for our Jewish ancestors two-thousand 
years ago.  In case you haven’t looked around lately, we don’t live in a place 
where you see many lambs or sheep.  You have to be pretty intentional in your 
search in order to find anything that looks like someone herding sheep. 

But, my friends, that is precisely one of the reasons why it is so important 
for us to educate ourselves on the language of our faith.  It’s not at all realistic to 
expect someone to wander into a Christian church - without any familiarity with 
Biblical history and tradition - and fully understand a Scripture lesson like the one 
from John’s Gospel that we just heard.  It’s a little like going to England and 
attending a cricket match, and expecting to make sense of a game we’re not 
familiar with, without someone there to help us understand the rules and how the 
game is played.   

While I have no doubt that God can overcome our lack of Biblical 
understanding, I also have no reason to believe that our faith is in any way 
enhanced by our ignorance. 

As I’ve often said to you, context is important.  In Jesus’ day the lamb had 
two important meanings for believers.  First, the lamb conveyed a sense of 



innocence and purity.  A lot like the image of the Suffering Servant, which we read 
about in the book of Isaiah.  Isaiah says in chapter 52, ‘he was oppressed and he 
was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open 
his mouth’. [Isaiah 52: 7]  With the prophet Isaiah’s pronouncement of our 
Messiah as one like a lamb being led to the slaughter well known to them, the 
image offered by John when he points to Jesus, would have been easily 
understood by those who heard John proclaim Jesus as the Lamb of God.   

Secondly, for both our Jewish brothers and sisters, and for us Christians, 
the lamb is seen as a key symbol in God’s deliverance of God’s people from their 
bondage in Egypt.   An event commemorated by the slaughter of a lamb for the 
celebration of Passover.   John takes the symbol of the lamb and relates it not 
just to the Passover, but also to our human sinfulness.  John’s Gospel also makes 
it clear that this Lamb of God is not exclusively for Israel, but for everyone … 
‘Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’. 

Matthias Gruenwald’s painting of John the Baptist also depicts a lamb, 
standing next to John, holding a small cross.  The lamb is dying, bleeding, its 
blood draining into a chalice - another Christian symbol that reminds us of 
Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf.  

The longer I live, one of the things I am becoming more and more 
convinced of, is that the world doesn’t need more knowledge.  We don’t need an 
ever expanding scientific technology, fancier automobiles, a faster internet, and 
more channels on our cable television networks.  I never thought I’d say this, but 
even though I enjoy accumulating vast amounts of information, in an effort to stay 
up with what’s happening around me, I believe that in today’s world the HGTV 
channel often has more relevance for my life than any of the many news channels 
I might watch. 

No, my brothers and sisters, what we need is to concentrate more on how 
we can, and should be, living together in peace and love with those around us.  
What we need is to be saved from the daily challenges of greed, narrow-
mindedness, and narcissism.   And, as John the Baptist warns us, we need to 
spend more time preparing for the reality that we will not live forever and that 
ultimately we will return to our loving God, who first gave us life.  ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’ 

The older I get, the more convinced I am that we need to be reminded more 
often of two things.  First, that, thanks to a loving God, we have a Savior.  And, 
second, why we have a savior.  And John the Baptist declares both of those 
things to us this morning.  ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world.’ 

Another nugget of gospel gold buried in our Gospel lesson highlights a 
critical conversation between Jesus and several individuals who, up until then, 
had been disciples of John the Baptist.  John has encouraged his followers to 
shift their allegiance to Jesus.  Many of them, like Andrew, were trying to 



determine what that would mean.  They knew who John was, and they were 
smart enough to know that they shouldn’t just ‘jump ship,’ from John to Jesus, 
without knowing more about Jesus.  So they decided to check him out.  They 
asked Jesus where he was staying.  Jesus responded by saying simply, Come 
and See.  That simple invitation - Come and See - launched the Jesus Movement.  
One that Bishop Michael Curry has made a cornerstone of his tenure as our 
Presiding Bishop.   

Before long Andrew has come to a decision.  He then invites his brother, 
Peter, to Come and See as well.  Then Peter, in turn, invites others to Come and 
See.  Next thing you know, John’s message, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world,’ has gathered followers convinced that Jesus could be 
the one they have been waiting for - the Messiah, the Promised One. 

My brothers and sisters, the ministry of inviting and welcoming is as central 
to the essence of the Church as are pews, stained-glass windows, prayer books, 
hymnals, and an altar.  Like Andrew we should want to find opportunities, not just 
to Come and See, but to bring others to Jesus.  We should always remember that 
Christians are not born.  Like Andrew’s example in the first century, prospective 
followers of Jesus Christ are invited by those who are already a part of the 
Church to Come and See.  At some point in our lives, we have all heard, and 
responded to, the same words John proclaims to us this morning.  ‘Behold the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’ 

Which highlights yet another key characteristic of our faith.  One John 
witnesses to in the gospel today.  Christians do not impose, Christians invite.   

People whose lives are changed through knowing Jesus Christ experience 
a transformation, not because they were threatened, or cajoled, or exposed to 
Jesus through some sort of ultimatum.   Their lives were changed by an invitation 
like Andrew’s to his brother - who said, Come and See for yourself.  People 
whose lives are changed by Jesus Christ come to know Jesus by building their 
own relationship with him.  

I remember being at my niece’s wedding about twenty years ago in 
Delaware.  At the reception following the wedding my wife and I were seated at a 
table with other family members.  One of them was my Aunt Grace.  My Aunt 
Grace was a special lady.  She had never married, and had retired after spending 
some 50 years in the banking business.  She had only worked for one company 
her whole life.  She had, literally, started at the bottom, eventually working her 
way up to become President and Chairman of the Board of Directors.  My Aunt 
Grace was never what one would refer to as a ‘practicing Christian.’   She wasn’t 
an atheist, or agnostic.  She had a belief in God, she just had a hard time defining 
it and embracing it.   

As often happens when you’re a priest seated with others at some sort of 
gathering, the conversation turned to what Christians believe about their faith.  
Aunt Grace said to me something to the effect of, ‘I know you believe in Jesus 
Christ; but I’ve never been able to say I believe in Jesus Christ.  Can you tell me 



something that will help me believe?’  Well, the simple answer to that question is 
yes and no.  I told her that I could easily share my own journey with her - how I 
came to believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior - but that’s not what she 
wanted, or needed, to hear.   

The longer, and more appropriate answer, which I gave her, is this.  Like 
Andrew said to Peter, Come and See.  I tried to explain to her that faith in Jesus 
Christ as her Lord and Savior is one that is most often acquired over time, as part 
of a journey.  Faith, in my experience, is rarely acquired in a moment, or a 
conversation at a wedding reception - although it could certainly be a beginning.  
I told her that it was never too late to start that journey, that she could start then 
and there, but knowing who Jesus Christ is in one’s life would take time.   

Like a couple who meet, who like each other, and want to know more about 
each other, the development of a relationship with depth and meaning doesn’t 
happen over night.  I suggested to my Aunt Grace that, if she were willing to join 
with other, like-minded, inquirers, she would eventually be able to answer the 
question about who Jesus Christ is for her.  ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world’        

My brothers and sisters, since Jesus gathered the first disciples with his 
invitation to ‘follow him,’ those who have become followers of Jesus were those 
who accepted that simple invitation to Come and See. 

And yes, as critical as those three words are, I know how difficult it is for 
you to say to your friends or neighbors, Come and See.  Why is that?  Well, think 
about it.  In the first place, sharing our faith in such a direct way is something that 
most of us have never been encouraged to do.  We can be kind, we can be 
generous, we can worship with some regularity, and even participate in Bible 
Studies - but sharing our faith is very personal.  We Christians, and especially we 
Episcopalians, don’t do that.  We find it unnatural - too manipulative - too 
intrusive.   And, if the truth be told, our hesitancy is that sometimes even we 
aren’t sure we’ve been convinced that Jesus Christ is Our Lord and Savior.  But, 
my friends, having doubts, and struggling with them, has always been part of our 
faith journey. 

However, if we pay attention to our gospel story this morning, we realize 
that Jesus was never demanding, manipulative, or intrusive.  Jesus didn’t coerce, 
or threaten, or intimidate people.  Jesus simply employed the approach we might 
use in recommending a book, or a movie, or a good restaurant, to someone.  We 
would say – Come and See.  Doesn’t it make sense that we should be able to talk 
about our faith and our Church with the same confidence with which we talk 
about the weight loss program we follow, or what kind of product we use to kill 
the weeds in our garden? 

Another reason it is so hard for us to share our faith is that most of us have 
never really talked about what we believe about Jesus Christ, and how we came 
to that realization.  Many, if not most people are still operating on the basis of 
what they learned the last time they were in any kind of a structured Christian 



education setting.  And that was probably when they were thirteen years old in a 
Confirmation class!  One of the hardest things for us to do after we’ve had the 
bishop lay hands on us at our confirmation is to ‘continue in the apostle’s 
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.’  That, as a 
reminder, is one of the promises we make at our baptism.  ‘Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world.’   

My brothers and sisters, our relationship with Jesus Christ doesn’t end with 
our baptism or confirmation.  The formation and ongoing nurturing of our faith is 
central to our understanding of God’s claim on our lives.  It is also an essential 
part of what it means to be a healthy member of a congregation. 

Like John the Baptist pointing his bony finger at Jesus and saying, ‘Behold, 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’ - over the last 17 months 
I’ve seen an enthusiasm for life, ministry and the love of God at work in this 
congregation.  We have a lot of Christ focused ministry happening here.  We can 
point to a worship life that enriches and strengthens those who come.  We can 
point to a parish life that gives individuals a sense of belonging, a feeling of 
participation in a community of values based on their relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  We can point to a congregation that cares about those who need our 
help.   

Maybe more importantly, we know we need to do more.  But what we have 
done, and continue to do, is a great start.  ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world.’  Now, the questions is, how can we do more to invite 
others to Come and See for themselves?  Amen.


