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Holy Eucharist 

Family Sunday 
 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church – Plant City 
 

March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Family Sunday. All families are welcome—large and small, families 
of birth and of choice. Not all families include children, but some do, and making 
worship friendly and accessible for all ages is part of what we’re called to do as 
members of Christ’s church. Today’s 10:30 service is all-ages Episcopal worship 

that centers children and youth in a more obvious way. It’s an opportunity to 
share, to learn, and to grow together as God’s family through all generations.  

 
Restrooms are available in Bender Hall, through the north doors and down the 

ramp. Individual restrooms are to your left. Men’s and women’s rooms with 
changing tables are through the second door and to your far right.  

 
Your feedback is welcome—please let Mo. Alissa know what you think  

of this service! saintpetersrector@gmail.com 
 

This leaflet will guide you through the service. Please stand as the hymn begins. 
Children are invited to gather at the back of the church for the “worship parade.” 
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We Explore God’s Word 
 

Hymn:   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (H1982  #686) 
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! O fix me on it, mount of God's unchanging love. 
 

Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help, I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee; 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
here's my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

 
 
 

Celebrant    Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
People  God’s mercy endures for ever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Deacon Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

People God, we are sorry. We have had thoughts, 
said words, and done things that did not spread your 
love in the world. We have stayed silent or not done 
things when we could have acted to spread your love. 
We have made mistakes, and we are sorry. Please 
forgive us and help us to do better and grow in your 
love. Amen. 
 

Celebrant God loves you more than you know, 
forgives all your mistakes, and guides you on the right 
path, through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison (S-95) 

 

It is Lent, and things 
have changed: the 
colors of the church, 
the words we say, 
and even the order of 
the service. 

It’s okay to make 
mistakes—we all do. 
When we say we’re 
sorry and ask God to 
forgive, we have a 
chance to try again. 
During Lent, we focus 
on how we can do 
better, on how we can 
turn toward Jesus—
so we put the 
Confession right at 
the beginning of the 
service. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant:    God is with you. 
People:  God is also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 

God, help us to stay focused on you, so that we can 
love what you love and want what you promise: 
abundant and eternal life; in the name of God the 
Creator, Jesus the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who 
comforts and guides us. Amen. 

 
THE READINGS     (seated)  
The First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (CEB)  
The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in 
the Lord’s spirit, he led me out and set me down in the 
middle of a certain valley. It was full of bones. He led 
me through them all around, and I saw that there were 
a great many of them on the valley floor, and they were 
very dry. 
He asked me, “Human one, can these bones live 
again?” 
I said, “Lord God, only you know.” 
He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to 
them, Dry bones, hear the Lord’s word! The Lord God 
proclaims to these bones: I am about to put breath in 
you, and you will live again. I will put sinews on you, 
place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. When I 
put breath in you, and you come to life, you will know 
that I am the Lord.” 
I prophesied just as I was commanded. There was a great noise as I was 
prophesying, then a great quaking, and the bones came together, bone by 
bone. When I looked, suddenly there were sinews on them. The flesh appeared, 
and then they were covered over with skin. But there was still no breath in them. 
He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the breath, 
The Lord God proclaims: Come from the four winds, breath! Breathe into these 
dead bodies and let them live.” 
I prophesied just as he commanded me. When the breath entered them, they came 
to life and stood on their feet, an extraordinarily large company. 
He said to me, “Human one, these bones are the entire house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are completely 
finished.’ So now, prophesy and say to them, The Lord God proclaims: I’m opening 
your graves! I will raise you up from your graves, my people, and I will bring you 

In this prayer called the 
“collect” (pronounced 
KAHL-ekt), the priest 
“collects” or “gathers” 
the themes of the 
lesson, the season, and 
the congregation. 

The Bible lessons 
are set by the 
Lectionary: a book or 
list that contains a 
collection of Bible 
readings. The same 
lessons are read at 
our other service and 
in many other 
churches. 
 
This is a reading 
from the Old 
Testament—the time 
before Jesus. 
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to Israel’s fertile land. You will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 
and raise you up from your graves, my people. I will put my breath in you, and 
you will live. I will plant you on your fertile land, and you will know that I am 
the Lord. I’ve spoken, and I will do it. This is what the Lord says.” 
 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalter: Psalm 130 (BCP p. 784)  
   

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the Lord, 
more than watchmen for the morning, * 
more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
for with the Lord there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

     
The Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 (CEB)  
The attitude that comes from selfishness leads to death, but the attitude that 
comes from the Spirit leads to life and peace. So the attitude that comes from 
selfishness is hostile to God. It doesn’t submit to God’s Law, because it can’t. 
People who are self-centered aren’t able to please God. 
 

But you aren’t self-centered. Instead you are in the Spirit, if in fact God’s Spirit 
lives in you. If anyone doesn’t have the Spirit of Christ, they don’t belong to him. If 
Christ is in you, the Spirit is your life because of God’s righteousness, but the 
body is dead because of sin. If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the 
dead lives in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
human bodies also, through his Spirit that lives in you. 
 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn:  Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove (H1982  #512) 
Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove, with light and comfort from above; 
be thou our guardian, thou our guide o'er every thought and step preside. 

The light of truth to us display, and make us know and choose thy way; 
plant holy fear in every heart, that we from thee may ne'er depart. 

Lead us to Christ, the living way, nor let us from his precepts stray; 
lead us to holiness, the road that we must take to dwell with God. 

Lead us to heaven, that we may share fullness of joy for ever there; 
lead us to God, our final rest, to be with him for ever blest. 

 
The Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 (standing) 
Gospeller  The Good News about Jesus as told by Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. (This was the Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped 
his feet with her hair. Her brother Lazarus was ill.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
saying, “Lord, the one whom you love is ill.” 

When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of God so that 
God’s Son can be glorified through it.” Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. 
When he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was. After two days, he said to 
his disciples, “Let’s return to Judea again.” 

The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone you, but you want 
to go back?” 

Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever walks in the day 
doesn’t stumble because they see the light of the world. But whoever walks in the 
night does stumble because the light isn’t in them.” 

He continued, “Our friend Lazarus is sleeping, but I am going in order to wake him 
up.” 

The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he will get well.” They thought Jesus meant 
that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had spoken about Lazarus’ death. 

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. For your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there so 
that you can believe. Let’s go to him.” 

Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to the other disciples, “Let us go too so 
that we may die with Jesus.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Bethany was a little less than two miles from Jerusalem. Many Jews had come 
to comfort Martha and Mary after their brother’s death. When Martha heard that 
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Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary remained in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. Even now I 
know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” 

Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, 
even though they die.Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 

She replied, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the one who is 
coming into the world.” 

After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, “The teacher is 
here and he’s calling for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 
Jesus. He hadn’t entered the village but was still in the place where Martha had met 
him. When the Jews who were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly 
and leave, they followed her. They assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. 

When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying also, he was 
deeply disturbed and troubled. He asked, “Where have you laid him?” 

They replied, “Lord, come and see.” 

Jesus began to cry. The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” But some of them 
said, “He healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from 
dying?” 

Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone covered the entrance. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead 
four days.” 

Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” So they 
removed the stone. Jesus looked up and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. I 
know you always hear me. I say this for the benefit of the crowd standing here so that 
they will believe that you sent me.” Having said this, Jesus shouted with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands 
tied, and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 

Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in 
him. 
 

Gospeller  This is the Good News of the Good Shepherd. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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HOMILY    (seated) 

 
THE CHILDREN’S CREED     (standing) 
 

We believe in God above. 
We believe in Jesus’ love.  
We believe the Spirit, too, 
comes to tell us what to do. 
We believe that we can be 
good and true, dear Lord, like you. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
(standing, sitting, or kneeling) 
Leader  Let’s join together in prayer, out loud or quietly. 
 

Leader  Let’s take a moment to say “thank you” to God for all 
the good things that happen in our lives. What things 
you are thankful for today?  

 

[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of things 
for which you want to say “thank you” to God] 

 

Leader  We say, “Thank you so much, God.” 
People  Thank you so much, God. 
Leader  Now we pray for those we know who are sick 

or hurt, or who have died. 
 

[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of the 
names of people—or animals—who are sick or 
hurt or who have died.] 

 

Leader  We say, “God is with them.” 
People  God is with them. 
 
Leader  Finally, we pray for people or situations that 

make us feel worried, afraid, mad, or sad. 
 

[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of things 
that make you worried, afraid, mad, or sad. 
Hold them up to God.] 

 

Leader  We say, “Help us God, we trust in you.” 
People  Help us God, we trust in you. Amen. 
 
 

We talk about the 
Scripture readings and 
what they mean for us 
and how we live our 
lives. 
 

We say (or sing) together 
the things that we 
believe in – “creed” 
comes from the word 
“credo,” I believe. 

“Intercessory” Prayer—
asking God to help the 
people we care about—is 
an important and ancient 
part of worship. We 
thank God for the 
wonderful people and 
things in our lives and 
ask God to help us when 
the people we love or sick 
or have died, or when we 
are worried or sad. We 
say the Prayers of the 
People together, so feel 
free to be bold and speak 
up at any point during 
our prayer time. 
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THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord is always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS / THE OFFERTORY 
 

Choir Anthem:   
If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee – Jody W. Lindh 

 
 

We Gather at God’s Table 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

Celebrant The Lord is with you.  
People The Lord is also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving 
and faithful, holy and strong. You became one of us in Jesus, who teaches 
us how to live even today; who was stronger than sin and stronger than 
death. We thank you and praise you and join the choir of angels as we sing: 
 

 
 
 

Continues on p. 8  

We greet one another in the 
love of Christ, saying “Peace” 
or “The Peace of the Lord.” 
You can use a handshake, 
hug, or kiss with your family; 
you might try a wave, a peace 
sign, a bow—or something 
more creative—with those 
around you and around the 
church. 
 
The “offertory” is when we 
offer our gifts to God: the gifts 
of bread and wine, gifts of 
money (this is when the 
offering plate is typically 
passed), and gifts of song as 
the choir sings. 
 
When we move to the Table, 
we’ve entered the second 
part of the service. Here we 
tell the story of Jesus’ meal 
with his friends. 
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Celebrant God, you created us out of love and you love us fully and forever. 
Even though we rejected your love and chose to do evil things, you 
loved us so much that you sent Jesus to live with us on earth, to die, 
and to rise from the dead, and to show us the way back home to 
you—the way from death into life. 
On the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. He 
took bread and thanked you. He broke it, and gave it to his friends, 
saying: Take and eat: this is my body, given for you. Do this to 
remember me. 

  

After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine. He thanked you, and gave it 
to his friends, saying: Drink this, all of you. This is my blood, shed for 
you as a new promise of God’s unfailing love. Do this to remember me. 

  

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant Holy God, visit us now by the power of your Spirit in this bread and this 
wine, making them the Body and Blood of Christ, the feast of heaven 
here on earth. Make us holy as well, bringing us close to you in love and 
peace as long as we live on earth.  

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ; by him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever.   

All AMEN!  
 

Celebrant And now, in the words that Jesus taught us, we pray, 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant  We break this bread to share in the Body  

of Christ. 
People  We who are many are one body, for we all 

share in the one bread.  
Celebrant  This is God’s table. Jesus is the host. We 

are the guests. Share in God’s holy gifts for 
God’s holy people. 

 
 

Hymn:  God Is Love 
 (Please join in singing the refrain during   
      Communion – even as you are walking) 
 

God is love and where true love is, God himself is there. 
 

 
A FINAL PRAYER AND A BLESSING                     

All   Holy God, we thank you for being present here in the Communion 
we shared, and for this taste of your feast. We pray that you will 
be in our minds and hearts as we leave this place, showing us the 
best way to go and giving us the strength and courage to follow 
it. Amen. 

 

Celebrant May God bless you and keep you, and may God’s face shine upon you 
and bring you peace, and the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  

All   Amen. 
 

 
Hymn: Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days (H1982 #142) 
Lord, who throughout these forty days for us didst fast and pray, 
teach us with thee to mourn our sins and close by thee to stay. 
 

As thou with Satan didst contend and didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in thee to fight, in thee to conquer sin. 
 

As thou didst hunger bear and thirst, so teach us, gracious Lord, 
to die to self, and chiefly live by thy most holy Word. 
 

And through these days of penitence, and through thy Passiontide, 
yea, evermore, in life and death Jesus! with us abide. 
 

Abide with us, that so, this life of suffering overpast, 
an Easter of unending joy we may attain at last! 

 

All are welcome to receive 
Communion. Communion 
will be distributed at the 
front of each aisle. Hold out 
your hands to receive a host 
(bread). If you wish to 
receive wine, you may eat 
your host and take a sip of 
the wine, or present your 
host to the chalice bearer 
who will intinct (dip) it into 
the wine and hand it back 
to you. If you wish to have 
Communion brought to you, 
please let an usher or 
member of the clergy know. 
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THE DISMISSAL – SENDING US INTO THE WORLD 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God!  
 
 

Please Join us in Bender Hall for a  
Pot Luck Lunch & Fellowship! 

Bonus: Learn to make palm crosses! 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 
 

Holy Eucharist every Sunday at 8am and 10:30am 
“Family Sunday” the last Sunday of every month 

Pathfinders (adult Sunday School), TruthWalkers (Godly Play-style Sunday 
School), and Preschool Sunday School at 9:15am  

 

 
Questions? Reach out to Mo. Alissa! 

Mo. Alissa Email: saintpetersrector@gmail.com  
 
 

Ministers Serving Today: 
Celebrant: The Rev. Alissa Anderson  
Deacon: The Rev. Denise Healy 
Organist: Helen Jones  
Youth Readers 
Youth Acolytes 
Eucharistic Ministers: Trey Stevens, Erick Corryn 
 
 
Parish Administration 
Rector: The Rev. Alissa Anderson 
Deacon:  The Rev. Denise Healy 
Parish Administrator: Sarah Dean 
Director of Music Ministries: Helen Jones 
Treasurer: Trey Stevens 
Asst. Treasurers: Mary Alice Steinke, Sherlyn Eukovich 
Sexton: Tony Wilson 
Vestry: Starr Anderson, Patti Booher (Senior Warden), Carolyn Durst,  
Ron Everett (Junior Warden), Cindy Gutowski, Felix Haynes, Jeff Lake,  
Patty Linder (Clerk), Eda Snyder  
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Announcements: 
• Engage Café is our weekly fellowship meal, Wednesdays at 5:30. Please RSVP 

using the emailed form as soon as possible to help the cooks prepare! If you’re 
unable to RSVP this way, you may contact the office by 12p Mon. 

• We offer Christian formation (Sunday school) for adults, school-age children, 
and preschoolers between services on Sundays (9:15am)—there’s also coffee! 
We’d love to have you join us. 

• We’re hiring a part-time nursery worker for Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings—now with higher pay! If you know someone who might be a good fit, 
please forward them the job description (available in TW@SP, or you can 
request a copy from Mo. Alissa: saintpetersrector@gmail.com). 

• If you are interested in learning more about Baptism or Confirmation, please 
contact Mo. Alissa (saintpetersrector@gmail.com). 

• If you’re new to St. Peter’s, looking to plug in, or simply wanting to reconnect, 
why not drop Mo. Alissa a line (saintpetersrector@gmail.com)—she’d love to get 
coffee or lunch, or even meet in her office. See you soon?  

 
Please Pray For… 

• Those in need of healing, strength, or comfort: Anthony, Aryas, Bernie, Betty, 
Bill, Billie, Caley, Carley, Charley, Chris, Christine, Dana, Daphne, Darlene, 
Denise, Ellie, Frankie, Frannie, Glen, Glenn, Helen, Jane, Janet, Jeannie, Jeff, 
Jim, Jim, John, Jonathan, Jule, Ken & Gayle, Marianne, Mark, Mary Alice, 
Mary Katherine, Nancy, Natasha, Nita, Pat & Murray, Priscilla, Rob, Robert, 
Rose, Sally, Sarah, Shirley, Sue, T.P., Yureka 

• The recently departed: Jim Black 
• The victims of violence and injustice in our own country and around the world 
• Those celebrating birthdays: Breanna Conner Clark 3/31, Arthur Rawlins 4/01 
• Clergy: Doug, Alissa, Barry, Denise, John 
• St. Peter’s Vestry: Carolyn, Cindy, Eda, Felix, Jeff, Patti, Patty, Ron, Starr 
• Members of our community serving in the armed forces: Andrew, Brendan, 

Christopher, Dayna, Forrest, Jeremy, Kyle, Logan, Matt, Matthew, Nick, Paul, 
Robert, Scott, Timothy, Yasmine 

Are you on our email list? More announcements can be found in our 
weekly “This Week at St. Peter’s” email. Remember that you can also 
check https://www.stpetersplantcity.com/calendar for up-to-date 
calendar listings. 
 

 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
302 N. Carey St |Plant City, FL 33563 

Office Phone: 813-752-5061 | Office Email: st.peterspc@verizon.net 
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9am–3pm 

Mo. Alissa Email: saintpetersrector@gmail.com  
www.stpetersplantcity.com  


