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Holy Eucharist 

Family Sunday 
 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church – Plant City 
 

January 29, 2023 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Family Sunday. All families are welcome—large and small, families 
of birth and of choice. Not all families include children, but some do, and making 
worship friendly and accessible for all ages is part of what we’re called to do as 

members of Christ’s church. Today’s 10:30 service is an adaptation of the 
monthly “family service” we’ve been holding monthly for a couple of years on 

Sunday afternoons—but now for everyone! It’s an opportunity to share, to learn, 
and to grow together as God’s family through all generations.  

 
Restrooms are available in Bender Hall, through the north doors and down the 

ramp. Individual restrooms are to your left. Men’s and women’s rooms with 
changing tables are through the second door and to your far right.  

 
Your feedback is welcome—please let Mo. Alissa know what you think of this 

service! saintpetersrector@gmail.com 
 

This leaflet will guide you through the service. Please stand as the hymn begins. 
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We Explore God’s Word 
 
Hymn:   I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord 
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me. 
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed,  
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread. 
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends. 
And thus with joy we meet our Lord.  His presence always near, 
is in such friendship better known: we see and praise him here. 
Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways, 
and as his people in the world we’ll live and speak his praise. 

 
 
 

Celebrant    Welcome in the name of our three-and-one 
God who was and is and is to come.  

People  Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant:    God is with you. 
People:  God is also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.   
 

God, you are in charge of everything that exists: hear 
us when we pray to you and give us the gift of your 
peace, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
THE READINGS     (seated)  
The First Reading: Micah 6:6-8 (CEB)  
With what should I approach the Lord and bow down 
before God on high? Should I come before him with 
entirely burned offerings, with year-old calves? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with 
many torrents of oil? Should I give my oldest child for 
my crime; the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit? 
He has told you, human one, what is good and what 
the Lord requires from you: to do justice, embrace 
faithful love, and walk humbly with your God. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

In this prayer called 
the “collect,” the priest 
“collects” or “gathers” 
the themes of the 
lesson, the season, 
and the congregation. 

We gather in the 
name of the triune 
(three-in-one) God 
with a greeting, 
saying hello to God 
and one another. 

The first half of the 
service is about God’s 
Word. We read and 
wonder together. 

Most Sundays we 
have four readings: 
an Old Testament 
reading, a selection 
from the Psalms, a 
New Testament 
reading, and a 
reading from the 
Gospels. 
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The Psalter: Psalm 15 (CEB) read by all in unison 
   

Who can live in your tent, Lord? 
    Who can dwell on your holy mountain? 
The person who lives free of blame, 
    does what is right, 
        and speaks the truth sincerely; 
    who does no damage with their talk, 
    does no harm to a friend, 
    doesn’t insult a neighbor; 
    someone who despises those who act wickedly, 
        but who honors those who honor the Lord; 
    someone who keeps their promise even when it hurts; 
    someone who doesn’t lend money with interest, 
    who won’t accept a bribe against any innocent person. 
Whoever does these things will never stumble. 
     
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (CEB)  
The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is 
the power of God for those of us who are being saved. It is written in scripture: I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I will reject the intelligence of the 
intelligent. Where are the wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are today’s 
debaters? Hasn’t God made the wisdom of the world foolish? In God’s wisdom, he 
determined that the world wouldn’t come to know him through its wisdom. 
Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe through the foolishness of 
preaching. Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. But to those who 
are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom. This 
is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than human strength. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn:  My God is So Great  
My God is so great, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do! (x2) 

The mountains are His, the rivers are His, The stars are His handiwork too. 

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do! (x1) 

He made the trees, He made the seas. He made the elephants too. 

My God is so great, so strong and so mighty! There’s nothing my God cannot do! (x2) 
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The Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 (standing) 
Gospeller  The Good News about Jesus as told by Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up a mountain. 
He sat down and his disciples came to him. He taught 
them, saying: “Happy are people who are hopeless, 
because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 
“Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made 
glad. “Happy are people who are humble, because they 
will inherit the earth. “Happy are people who are hungry 
and thirsty for righteousness, because they will be fed 
until they are full. “Happy are people who show mercy, 
because they will receive mercy. “Happy are people who have pure hearts, because 
they will see God. “Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called 
God’s children. “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are 
righteous, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. “Happy are you when people 
insult you and harass you and speak all kinds of bad and false things about you, 
all because of me. Be full of joy and be glad, because you have a great reward in 
heaven. In the same way, people harassed the prophets who came before you. 
 

Gospeller  This is the Good News of the Good Shepherd. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
HOMILY    (seated) 

 
THE CHILDREN’S CREED     (standing) 
 

We believe in God above. 
We believe in Jesus’ love.  
We believe the Spirit, too, 
comes to tell us what to do. 
We believe that we can be 
good and true, dear Lord, like you. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
(standing, sitting, or kneeling) 
Leader  Let’s join together in prayer, out loud or quietly. 
 

Leader  Let’s take a moment to say “thank you” to God for all 
the good things that happen in our lives. What things 
you are thankful for today?  

 

We talk about the 
Scripture readings and 
what they mean for us 
and how we live our 
lives. 
 

We say (or sing) together 
the things that we 
believe in – “creed” 
comes from the word 
“credo,” I believe. 

The Gospel reading 
always comes from 
Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, or John. The 
deacon (or priest) 
reads it out of a 
special book, and we 
stand to listen to it. 
These stories tell us 
the Good News 
about Jesus. 
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[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of things 
for which you want to say “thank you” to God] 

 

Leader  We say, “Thank you so much, God.” 
People  Thank you so much, God. 
Leader  Now we pray for those we know who are sick 

or hurt, or who have died. 
 

[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of the 
names of people—or animals—who are sick or 
hurt or who have died.] 

 

Leader  We say, “God is with them.” 
People  God is with them. 
 
Leader  Finally, we pray for people or situations that 

make us feel worried, afraid, mad, or sad. 
 

[Pause – say out loud or think quietly of things 
that make you worried, afraid, mad, or sad. 
Hold them up to God.] 

 

Leader  We say, “Help us God, we trust in you.” 
People  Help us God, we trust in you. Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord is always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS / THE OFFERTORY 
 
 
Choir Anthem:  Offertory – John Ness Beck 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Intercessory” Prayer—
asking God to help the 
people we care about—is 
an important and ancient 
part of worship. We 
thank God for the 
wonderful people and 
things in our lives and 
ask God to help us when 
the people we love or sick 
or have died, or when we 
are worried or sad. We 
say the Prayers of the 
People together, so feel 
free to be bold and speak 
up at any point during 
our prayer time. 

We greet one another in 
the love of Christ, saying 
“Peace” or “The Peace of 
the Lord.” You can use a 
handshake, hug, or kiss 
with your family; you 
might try a wave, a 
peace sign, a bow—or 
something more 
creative—with those 
around you and around 
the church. 
 
The “offertory” is when 
we offer our gifts to God: 
the gifts of bread and 
wine, gifts of money (this 
is when the offering plate 
is typically passed), and 
gifts of song as the choir 
sings. 
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We Gather at God’s Table 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord is with you.  
People The Lord is also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant It is always right to give you thanks, God 

our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and strong. 
We thank you and praise you and join the choir of 
angels as we say these words: 

 

All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 

Celebrant On the night before he died, Jesus shared 
a meal with his friends. He took bread and 
thanked you. He broke it, and shared it with his 
friends, saying:  

All This is my body, given for you. Whenever you eat it, do this to 
remember me. 

 
  

Celebrant  After the meal, Jesus took a cup filled with wine. He thanked you, and 
shared it with his friends, saying:  

All This is my blood, shed for you. Whenever you drink it, do this to 
remember me. 

   

Celebrant Great is the mystery of faith: 
All Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
 

Celebrant Holy God, visit us now by the power of your 
Spirit in this bread and this wine, making them 
the Body and Blood of Christ, the feast of heaven 
here on earth.  

All Make us holy as well, bringing us close to you 
in love and peace as long as we live on earth.  

 
 

 
The prayer we are 
using has you, the 
congregation, join with 
the priest in blessing 
this meal. If you want 
to, you can also join in 
the motions the priest 
is making with her 
hands. What do you 
think these motions 
mean? 

This part is called the 
“Epiclesis,” which means 
the summoning or calling 
of the Holy Spirit. This is 
included in every 
Eucharistic Prayer. 
 
 

When we move to the 
Table, we’ve entered the 
second part of the 
service. Here we tell the 
story of Jesus’ meal 
with his friends. 
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Celebrant All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ; by him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.   

All AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, in the words that Jesus taught 
us, we pray, 

All Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant  We break this bread to share in the Body of 

Christ. 
People  We who are many are one body, for we all 

share in the one bread.  
Celebrant  This is God’s table. Jesus is the host. We 

are the guests. Share in God’s holy gifts for 
God’s holy people. 

 

 
 
Hymn:  Blessed Are They 
 (Please join in singing the refrain during   
      Communion – even as you are walking) 
 

 Rejoice, and be glad!  Blessed are you, holy are you. 
 Rejoice, and be glad!  Yours is the kingdom of God. 

All are welcome to receive 
Communion. Communion 
will be distributed at the 
front of each aisle. Hold 
out your hands to receive 
a host (bread). If you wish 
to receive wine, you may 
eat your host and take a 
sip of the wine, or present 
your host to the chalice 
bearer who will intinct 
(dip) it into the wine and 
hand it back to you. If you 
wish to have Communion 
brought to you, please let 
an usher or member of the 
clergy know. 

This is known as the 
“Great Amen.” Amen here 
means “yes” or “so be it!” 
It is when we all join our 
voices together to affirm 
(say yes to) the prayers 
and words that have come 
before. 
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A FINAL PRAYER AND A BLESSING                     

All  Holy God, we thank you for being present here in the Communion 
we shared, and for this taste of your feast. We pray that you will be 
in our minds and hearts as we leave this place, showing us the best 
way to go and giving us the strength and courage to follow it. Amen. 
 

Celebrant May God bless you and keep you, and may God’s face shine upon 
you and bring you peace, and the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  
All  Amen. 

 

Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (H1982 #376) 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
field and forest, vale and mountain, blooming meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

 

THE DISMISSAL – SENDING US INTO THE WORLD 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God!  
 

 
Please Join us in Bender Hall for a Pot Luck Lunch & Fellowship! 

 

Holy Eucharist every Sunday at 8am and 10:30am 
“Family Sunday” the last Sunday of every month 

Pathfinders (adult Sunday School), TruthWalkers (Godly Play-style Sunday 
School), and Preschool Sunday School at 9:15am  

 

Questions? Reach out to Mo. Alissa! 
Mo. Alissa Email: saintpetersrector@gmail.com  

 

Office Phone: 813-752-5061 | Office Email: st.peterspc@verizon.net  
Office Hours: Monday–Thursday 9am–3pm 

www.stpetersplantcity.com 


